SUMMARY A 7 year old girl developed acute disseminated encephalomyelitis following a Mycoplasma pneumoniae respiratory infection. The illness followed a relapsing course during the first two months. Computed tomography (CT) showed cerebral lesions of a severity and extent out of proportion to the clinical manifestations. The CT abnormalities altered with changes in her clinical state.
e report a girl with relapsing ADEM in whom the cerebral computed tomography (CT) appearances were alarmingly severe even at times when clinical manifestations were relatively slight. group.bmj.com on January 6, 2018 -Published by http://jnnp.bmj.com/ Downloaded from first presentation on clinical grounds, and the CT appearances were interpreted as indicating a mainly white matter inflammatory encephalopathy rather than multiple abscesses or multifocal neoplasia. Most cases of ADEM are steroid-responsive.'0"7 In our patient the first course of prednisolone was followed by little clinical improvement, although there was loss of contrast enhancement of CT lesions. There were two subsequent relapses, with new clinical and CT abnormalities. It is possible that the effect of the first course of prednisolone was to interrupt the evolution of the ADEM, creating an apparent rather than a real relapse. Even if this were the case it nevertheless leaves one relapse which was not related to steroid administration.
Although relapsing ADEM is well reported,'481 it is uncommon. The relapsing and remitting course led us to consider a diagnosis of multiple sclerosis, as this disease is seen in young children, albeit rarely. '8"9 However, the CT abnormalities were much more florid than is usual in multiple sclerosis202' and the CSF and VEP results failed to support that diagnosis.
The cerebral CT appearances associated with 
